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16. Transport Infrastructure 

The Czech Republic possesses one of the most advanced transport networks in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Its geographical position at the very centre of Europe makes it a natural crossroads for major 
transit corridors. An extensive network of transport routes serves not only the Czech Republic but also links 
the country to neighbouring and other European states, and the density of the transport network ranks the 
Czech Republic among the world’s most advanced countries. The significance of the Czech Republic as a 
transit hub has grown since the Czech Republic became a member of the EU Single Market covering the 
area of the EU 15 and the new members in Central and Eastern Europe.  
 
Transport infrastructure density 
(km per 100 km 2) 

Czech Republic  Hungary  Poland Slovakia  Ireland Portugal  

Motorways 0,6 0,2 0,1 0,6 0,1 1,6 
Roads 161,4 32 118,8 35,6 136,2 73,6 
Railways 12 8,2 7,3 7,5 2,7 3 
Inland waterways 0,8 1,5 1,2 0,4 0.0 0.0 
 
Source : Ministry of Transport, 2005 
 
Basic data on the transport infrastructure network in the Czech Republic 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Length of railway tracks (km)       
Total 9,523 9,600 9,602 9,612 9,614 9,597 
Electric 2,893 2,926 2,943 2,982 2,997 3,041 
Road transport infrastructure (km)       
Total road and motorway network 55,427 55,422 55,447 55,500 55,510 55,585 
European road network, type E 2,600 2,599 2,599 2,601 2,601 2,599 
Motorways in operation 518 518 518 546 564 633 
Other roads 54,909 54,904 54,929 54,953 54,945 54,952 
Of which  1st class roads 6,090 6,102 6,121 6,156 6,154 6,174 
                2nd class roads 14,636 14,668 14,667 14,669 14,668 14,660 
Navigable waterways  
regularly used for transport (km)  

      

Total length 664 664 664 664 664 664 
Air transport infrastructure       
Total number of airports, of which: 85 85 87 87 87 90 
     Public International  12 14 9 9 9 9 
     Public Domestic  57 56 59 58 56 59 
     Private International  6 6 7 9 9 10 
     Private Domestic  10 9 12 11 13 12 
 
Source:  Ministry of Transport, 2007 
 
 
Total number of  air passenger transport by state i n 2006 

Airport Country Growth 2005-2006  No. of passengers (arrivals + departures)  
Munich Germany 7,6% 30 607 000 
Vienna   Austria 6,4% 16 808 000 
Prague Czech Republic 7,4%  11 513 000 
Budapest Hungary 2,4% 8 246 000 
Warsaw Poland 14,6% 8 117 000 
Ljubljana Slovenia 9,1% 1 327 000 
 
Source:  Eurostat, 2008 
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Transport of goods in the Czech Republic 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Transport of goods  (thous. tonnes)       
By rail 97,218 91,989 93,297 88,843 85,613 97,491 
By road 438,683 474,883, 447,956 466,034 461,144 444,574 
By inland waterways 1,910 1,686 1,277 1,275 1,956 2,032 
By air  16 18 20 21 20 22 
By oil pipeline  8,674 8,815 8,962 9,192 11,305 10,875 
 
Source:  Ministry of Transport, 2007 
 
 
Driving distances between Brno, Prague and selected  cities within the Czech Republic (km) 

 Brno  
Ceske 

Budejovice  
Hradec  
Kralove  

Karlovy  
Vary Liberec  Ostrava  Pilsen  Prague  

Brno X 219 144 337 307 186 298 209 

Prague 207 152 124 127 112 393 94 x 
 
Source : Route planner ViaMichelin, October 2007 
 
 
Driving distances between Prague and major European  cities (km) 

Amsterdam  Athens Barcelona  Berlin Bern  Bratislava  Brussels  Budapest  

888 2,002 1,737 355 827 332 918 529 

Copenhagen Dublin Helsinki  Istanbul  Lisbon  London  Madrid  Marseilles  

761 1,711 1,761 1,869 2,742 1,243 2,272 1,414 

Milan Munich Oslo  Paris  Rome Stockholm  Vienna  Warsaw  

873 386 1,361 1,050 1,318 1,408 294 750 
 

Source:  Route planner ViaMichelin, October 2007 
 

Total elapsed time of the journey, timetable from P rague to: 

Amsterdam  Athens Barcelona  Berlin Zurich  Bratislava  Brussels  Budapest  

1:40 2:35 2:30 1:00 1:15 1:00 1:30 1:05 

Copenhagen Dublin Helsinki  Istanbul  Lisbon  London  Madrid  Marseilles  

1:25 2:35 2:20 2:30 5:20 2:20 2:50 2:00 

Milan Munich Oslo  Paris  Rome Stockholm  Vienna  Warsaw  

1:35 1:00 2:10 1:45 1:50 2:00 1:05 1:35 
 
Source:  Czech Airlines, 2007 
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General transportation costs  

From Prague to: 
(excl. VAT)  

 

Amsterdam (NL) CZK 24,500 EUR 910 

Barcelona (ES) CZK 47,500 EUR 1,760 

Berlin (D) CZK 16,500 EUR 610 

Hamburg (D) CZK 22,000 EUR 820 

London (GB) CZK 47,250 EUR 1,750 

Milano (I) CZK 30,000 EUR 1,105 

Paris (F) CZK 33,000 EUR 1,220 

Rotterdam (NL) CZK 24,500 EUR 910 
 

Note:  Costs are calculated for a fully loaded truck. 
Source:  Bluetrucks (� echofracht), November 20076 
Exchange Rate CZK/EUR: 27,99 (1st of November, 2007) 
 
 
Road and Motorway Network of the Czech Republic (as  of 1 February 2007) 
 

 

 
 

Source:  Road and Motorway Directorate of the Czech Republic, 2007; CzechInvest 2008 
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The length of the road and motorway network 

 
Total 55 583 km / state as of 1/1/2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Source:  Road and Motorway Directorate of the Czech Republic, 2007 
 

 
 
Rail network and transit corridors 

 
 
Source:  Czech Railways, 2007 
 
 

 1st transit corridor 
 2nd transit corridor 
 3rd transit corridor 
 4th transit corridor 

 
Prague 

Pilsen 

Ostrava 

Brno 

Motorways
Roads 
class I

Roads 
class II

Roads 
class III

14,660km / 26% 

6,172km / 11% 

34,118km / 62% 

633km / 1% 


