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Introduction

Silvana Jirotková
CEO of CzechInvest

Dear Readers,

incentives that will come into force in 2019

and October 2017, respectively. Thanks to that,

In 2017, CzechInvest celebrated the 25th

should contribute to that. As a result, new

the information portfolio of the One Stop Shop

anniversary of its establishment. We marked

investors will no longer come to the Czech

concept is more comprehensive.

the jubilee occasion with the round number

Republic in the extent to which we were

A comprehensive portfolio of activities aimed

of CZK 1 trillion, which is the amount that we

accustomed in the past.

at supporting start-ups – the CzechStarter,
CzechDemo, CzechAccelerator and CzechMatch

have helped to bring to the Czech Republic over
the past quarter of a century. The era when

With the changing economic situation,

projects – including the activities of the ESA BIC

the Czech Republic competed mainly through

CzechInvest must also adapt. Over the course

Prague space incubator, also began operating

low costs and cheap labour has indisputably

of more than 25 years, the agency has built up

in 2017. We send start-up firms abroad, mentor

come to an end and it is now time to move

unique know-how and knowledge

and train them, advise them and facilitate

forward. Though manufacturing remains

of the business environment, and in future we

for them meetings with foreign specialists,

a significant part of the Czech economy based

should thus focus more on our, Czech, small

partners and potential investors.

on the country’s strong industrial tradition,

and medium-sized enterprises, including both

we are no longer able to absorb activities

traditional family firms and start-ups. We are

We intend to continue supporting Czech firms

of a purely production nature that are not too

aided in this by our partners, with which we

far more intensively in the future, as small

technologically demanding to the same extent

established or enhanced cooperation in 2017.

and medium-sized enterprises form

as in the past. Furthermore, the Czech Republic

The agreement concluded with CzechTrade

the foundation of the Czech economy. In times

currently has the lowest unemployment rate in

in the first half of 2017 made it possible to

of crisis, major multinational firms can depart

the European Union. Therefore, we can

extend the presence of export consultants

to other markets, whereas Czech companies

and must be selective with respect to incoming

to all regional offices. CzechInvest signed

will remain here and only they can help

investors. It is necessary to attract investments

a memorandum of cooperation with

the economy to rise again. Supporting them

that are more technologically demanding

the Technology Agency of the Czech Republic

is thus of key importance.

and involve research and development.

and the Czech-Moravian Guarantee

The more favourable system of investment

and Development Bank in August 2017
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Key events of 2017

01

On the basis of a study conducted by the

Czech start-ups attended one of the world’s

Ministry of Industry and Trade and CzechInvest,

biggest technology conferences,

the government of the Czech Republic approved

CES in Las Vegas. The firm Oscar Tech was

aid for new industrial zones in Cheb, Veselí nad

selected as a top-ten finalist in the Lifestyle

Moravou and Moravské Budějovice.

and Digital Health Pitch Competition.

Nippon Paint Holdings announced its project
involving paint and coatings intended for the
automotive industry in Kolín. The company thus
wants to expand and strengthen its activities
on the European market. The start of
construction is planned for January 2019.

03

02

HI-LEX Corp. of Japan entered the Czech

It plans to launch production at the beginning

Republic. The company will manufacture auto-

of 2018. Chassix is investing CZK 1.3 billion

motive door systems at its new plant in Most,

in construction and the start of operation.

in which it is investing CZK 1.8 billion.
A123, a manufacturer of advanced lithium-ion
The American company Chassix announced its

batteries, opened a new production facility

intention to manufacture chassis and drivetrain

in Ostrava. The facility is the company’s first

components for passenger cars in Ostrava.

manufacturing plant in Europe.

An Atlas-V rocket carrying a Cygnus OA 7 supply
ship was launched to the International Space
Station (ISS). Part of the payload comprised
an UPSat satellite carrying a special GPS receiver
developed in the Czech Republic. After docking
with the ISS, the satellite with the Czech receiver,
the first small-series Czech space product in

04

history, was released into open space.

4

Thanks to the CzechDemo project, four Czech

Yanfeng, a manufacturer of plastic and rubber

start-ups – Six Guys Labs, XTND, viaGoood

products for the automotive industry,

and Incomaker – attended the prestigious

announced its plan to expand production

TechCrunch Disrupt conference in New York.

of automotive interior systems in Žatec

Representatives of CzechInvest travelled to China

and Africa in Planá nad Lužnicí. The company’s

in parallel with Czech President Miloš Zeman’s

investment should reach the amount

trip to that country. In Liaoning, Fujian and

of CZK 1.85 billion.

and to build a Lighthouse Centre for Europe

Zhejiang provinces, they continued previously

05

commenced talks and met with new potential
investors.

06

CzechInvest honoured the major investment

Rider – selected by the European Space Agency

projects of 2016 at Žofín Palace in Prague. Robert

(ESA) for incubation in the ESA BIC Prague

Bosch was named Investor of the Year in the

space incubator in Prague.

Manufacturing and Technology Centres category; Deutsche Telekom won the Investor of the

CzechInvest CEO Karel Kučera accompanied

Year title in the IT and Shared Services category.

Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka on a trip

Prizes for Business Property of the Year were

to Japan. Kučera visited a number of Japanese

awarded to the Joseph Strategic Industrial Zone

institutions and held talks with ten firms

in Most and the Spielberk Office Centre in Brno.

regarding their possible investments

On this occasion, CzechInvest also introduced

in the Czech Republic.

the next two start-ups – Let’s Earth and Right

The Ministry of Industry and Trade released
CZK 2 billion for the conversion of brownfields
under the ownership of towns, cities
and regions. The Regeneration and Business
Use of Brownfields Programme is administered
by CzechInvest.

08

07

CzechInvest and the Technology Agency
of the Czech Republic intensified their
cooperation. The two agencies will cooperate
more especially in the regions, while also
strengthening ties with CzechInvest’s foreign
offices.
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09

With support from the CzechDemo project, twe-

of uranium mining in nearby Dolní Rožínka, the

lve Czech start-ups – Nanits Universe Ltd., Inco-

high unemployment rate in the area was thus

maker, Six Guys Labs, Largos Media, AquaQube,

reduced.

Dataddo, BattSwap CZ, Decissio,
XEVOS Group, StatusDroid, Simple Dent and Bri-

CzechInvest celebrated the 25th anniversary of

ghtify – exhibited at the prestigious TechCrunch

its establishment at the Ball Game Hall of Prague

Disrupt conference in San Francisco.

Castle. Over the course of a quarter-century,
the agency has arranged for the Czech Republic

The American company Cooper Standard

investments worth nearly CZK 1 trillion with the

opened a new plant for manufacturing brake

creation of more than 250,000 jobs. Thanks in

and fuel lines for leading global carmakers in

part to that, the Czech Republic has the lowest

Bystřice nad Pernštejnem. Following the decline

unemployment rate in its history.

The first nine start-ups began using mentoring
within the CzechStarter project. The selected
mentors will share valuable business experience
with the young firms, the most successful
of which will test their newly gained knowledge
in Silicon Valley in 2018.

11

10

With support from the CzechDemo project, five

(FoxWorks Aearospace and SMUP – UQ)

selected Czech start-ups (Decissio, Mentem –

selected by the European Space Agency (ESA)

brain training, Dativery, Incomaker

for incubation in the Prague space incubator.

and Webscope) exhibited at the biggest
European start-up trade fair, Web Summit

Six Czech start-ups (Six Guys Labs, Right Rider,

in Lisbon.

StatusDroid, Mentem – brain training,
Incomaker and Webscope) exhibited

At the annual conference of ESA BIC Prague,

at the biggest Scandinavian start-up trade fair,

CzechInvest introduced the next two start-ups

Slush in Helsinki.

The Swiss company Feintool AG began

BMW group announced its intention to build

construction of its first factory in the Czech

a testing centre in the Czech Republic. BMW

Republic. Production of components for the

expects to put the centre into operation near

automotive industry is planned to begin at the

the city of Sokolov at the beginning of the next

Most Joseph industrial zone by the end of 2018.

decade. The total investment in construction of

The value of the investment should reach CZK

the centre will amount to hundreds of millions

1.26 billion.

of euros. The facility will be the company’s first
development site in Eastern Europe.

12
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Key figures of 2017
billion Kč
in pledged
investments

106

65,6

mediated
investment
projects

applications
for investment
incentives received

12 116

83

pledged
new jobs

events organised in
the Czech Republic
and abroad

3 387

556

consultations provided
by regional offices

billion korunas in
investments arranged
during CzechInvest’s
25 years in operation

employees
of CzechInvest
in 2017

21

182

supported
start-ups

25

1

years since
the founding
of CzechInvest

About CzechInvest
incentives to the governing bodies and it

The Investment and Business Development

of manufacturing, business support services

Agency CzechInvest is a state contributory

and technology centres. Within the context

supports Czech firms that are interested

organisation subordinate to the Ministry

of simplifying communication between the

in becoming involved in the supply chains

of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic.

government and companies, CzechInvest covers

of multinational companies. Through its services

The agency strengthens the competitiveness

the entire area of business support

and development programmes, CzechInvest

of the Czech economy through its support

in the manufacturing industry. Furthermore,

thus contributes to the development

for small and medium-sized enterprises,

CzechInvest promotes the Czech Republic

of domestic firms, Czech and foreign investors

the country’s business infrastructure and

abroad as a location that is suitable for mobile

and the business environment as a whole.

innovation, as well as by attracting to the Czech

investments. It is the exclusive organisation

Republic foreign investments in the areas

that may submit applications for investment

Areas of support
CzechInvest offers a broad range of services to investors operating in the agency’s key sectors:
+
+
+
+

automotive industry
aerospace industry
advanced mechanical engineering
electrical engineering and electronics

+
+
+
+

life sciences
information and communication technologies
business services
nanotechnology and advanced materials

Provided services:
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

information on possibilities of support for small and medium-sized enterprises
support for start-ups and projects prepared for them
administration of a business-property database
administration of a database of Czech supplier firms
support during implementation of investment projects
mediation of state investment aid
aftercare services for foreign investors that are already operating in the Czech Republic

All services are provided free of charge.
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Organisational structure

CEO

Department
of Internal
Audit and
Control

Office
of the CEO

FOREIGN
OPERATIONS
DIVISION

SME
AND REGIONS
DIVISION

INVESTMENT
DIVISION

Department of
Investment Project
Management

Project Generation
Department

Department of
Investment Project
Support

Foreign Offices
Department

Marketing and
Communication
Department

INTERNAL
SERVICES
DIVISION

Department of
Regional Offices

Human Resources
Department

Department of SMEs
and Internal Projects

Information
Technology
Department

Start-Ups
Department

Department of
Business Property
Management

Department of
Technical-Economic
Administration
Legal Department
Economics
Department

Staff structure
As at the end of 2017, CzechInvest had a total of 182 employees.

Breakdown of employees by age and gender

5,5 % 4,9 %

age

women

men

total

%

up to 20

0

0

0

0

21-30

45

33

78

42.9

31-40

42

22

64

35.2

41-50

15

9

21

11.5

51-60

7

3

10

5.5

61+

5

4

9

4.9

total

111

71

182

100.0

11,5 %
42,9 %

21–30

35,2 %

31–40
41–50
51–60

Status as at 31 December 2017

61+

Breakdown of employees by educational

0,5 %

attained education

women

men

total

%

secondary professional education
with certificate

1

0

1

0.5

full secondary education with leaving

20

6

26

14.3

higher professional education

2

0

2

1.1

university education

88

65

153

84.1

total

111

71

182

100.0

Status as at 31 December 2017

14,3%

1,1 %

university education
higher professional
education
84,1 %

full secondary education
with leaving exam
secondary professional
education with certificate
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Economics
CzechInvest’s management of financial

offices and with ensuring the personnel and

from the Operational Programme Enterprise

resources in 2017 ended with an improved

technical activities of the Office of the

and Innovation for Competitiveness (OPEIC)

economic result in the amount of CZK 23,522,102.

Government Commissioner ensuing

2014-2020, Start-Ups Support, ESA BIC Prague

In absolute terms, costs in 2017 were higher

from Decree of the Government of the Czech

and the launch of the new EO ClimLab project

in comparison with 2016, by CZK 7,535,977.

Republic No. 952 of 11 December 2013. Other

(internal name: Data Analytics Platform

The reasons for this increase are primarily

factors leading to the increase were

for Climate Resilience, DAP).

connected with the costs of establishing foreign

the development of activities financed

Costs by sources of financing, in CZK
source of financing

2016 (CZK)

2017 (CZK)

difference compared
with the previous year (CZK)

contribution to activity

216 707 792,17

243 701 640,26

26 993 848,09

- of which operations

215 312 710,50

242 452 217,36

27 139 506,86

- of which the Business Property
and Infrastructure Support Programme

1 395 081,67

1 249 422,90

-145 658,77

Operational Programme Enterprise
and Innovation for Competitiveness (OPEIC)
2014-2020, Start-Ups Support

2 526 420,05

9 836 333,21

7 309 913,16

ESA BIC Prague

1 913 380,91

11 333 754,13

9 420 373,22

Data Analytics Platform (DAP)

0,00

1 067 634,24

1 067 634,24

OPEIC technical support
(OPEI technical support)

37 211 913,18

0,00

-37 211 913,18

Operational Programme Human Resources
and Employment (OPHRE) 2007-2013, EDUCA

-59 228,79

0,00

59 228,79

CLUS3

103 107,00

0,00

-103 107,00

total

258 403 384,52

265 939 361,84

7 535 977,32

Development of total costs, 2011-2017

development of costs (CZK)
rok

actual costs

2011

development of costs (%)

year-on-year

to the initial year

year-on-year

to the initial year

382 740 994

-

-

-

100

2012

352 484 322

-30 256 673

-30 256 673

-7,9

92,1

2013

319 586 917

-32 897 405

-63 154 078

-9,3

83,5

2014

347 029 360

27 442 443

-35 711 635

8,6

90,7

2015

417 752 177

70 722 817

35 011 182

20,4

109,1

2016

258 403 385

-159 348 792

-124 337 610

-38,1

67,5

2017

265 939 362

7 535 977

-116 801 633

2,9

69,5

9

Structure and year-on-year development of costs and revenues

line

actual figures (CZK)

structure (%)

development
(%)

difference
(CZK)

2016

2016

2017–2016

2017–2016

item
2017

2017

501

materials consumption

3 120 679

3 040 857

1,21

1,14

97,44

-79 821

502

energy consumption

2 028 640

1 393 713

0,79

0,52

68,70

-634 927

511

repairs and maintenance

2 688 638

1 834 472

1,04

0,69

68,23

-854 166

512

travel costs

7 454 248

9 808 946

2,88

3,69

131,59

2 354 698

513

representation costs

1 709 582

2 142 290

0,66

0,81

125,31

432 708

518

other services

98 851 690

92 868 396

38,25

34,92

93,95

-5 983 295

521

wage and salary costs

85 496 181

80 617 582

33,09

30,31

94,29

-4 878 599

524

statutory social-security insurance

28 813 237

27 171 198

11,15

10,22

94,30

-1 642 039

527

statutory social-security costs

1 271 949

1 561 676

0,49

0,59

122,78

289 727

538

other taxes and fees

70 479

70 250

0,03

0,03

99,68

-229

541

contractual penalties and late fees

254

559

0,00

0,00

220,07

305

542

other fees and penalties

174 639

572 531

0,07

0,22

327,84

397 892

543

gifts and other free donations

66 236

32 446

0,03

0,01

48,98

-33 791

547

shortfall and damages

7 061

0

0,00

0,00

0,0

-7 061

548

creation of funds

98 000

0

0,04

0,00

0,0

-98 000

549

other operating costs

13 719 541

24 278 404

5,31

9,13

176,96

10 558 863

551

depreciations of fixed assets

10 983 005

9 960 070

4,25

3,75

90,69

-1 022 935

553

residual price of sold fixed assets

70 200

0

0,03

0,00

0,00

-70 200

555

creation and settlement of reserves

-3 199 000

1 759 000

-1,24

0,66

-54,99

4 958 000

558

costs from minor fixed assets

3 756 743

6 757 370

1,45

2,54

179,87

3 000 627

563

exchange-rate losses

1 200 653

2 069 602

0,46

0,78

172,37

868 949

569

other financial costs

20 729

0

0,01

0,00

0,00

-20 729

total costs

258 403 385

265 939 362

100,00

100,00

102,92

602

revenues from sales of services

0

198 339

0,00

0,07

641

contractual penalties and late fees

91 001

3 000

0,03

0,00

7 535 977
198 339

3,30

-88 001

646

revenues from sales of fixed assets

98 000

0

0,04

0,00

0,00

-98 000

648

utilisation of funds

11 385 686

8 996 307

4,34

3,11

79,01

-2 389 379

649

other operating revenues

5 564 850

23 608 253

2,12

8,16

424,24

18 043 403

662

interest

227

337

0,00

0,00

148,67

110

663

exchange-rate profits

414 917

248 310

0,16

0,09

59,85

-166 606

664

revenues from revaluation by the actual value

70 200

0

0,03

0,00

0,00

-70 200

total revenues

262 108 746

289 461 464

100

100

110,44

27 154 379

Provision of information pursuant to Act No.
In 2017, CzechInvest received a total of 14 requests for information with reference to Act No. 106/1999 Coll., on Free Access to Information.
The Legal Department issued replies to 10 of those requests and four requests were rejected.
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Other economic activity
In 2017, CzechInvest commenced preparations

and CzechInvest’s related obligation to report

relevant events must, in the case

for implementation of the ESA BIC Prague

tax and issue a tax document. On the basis

of expenditures for such events, take the VAT

and Start-Ups Support programmes. In the

of these facts, CzechInvest submitted

issue into consideration in their budgets,

preparation phase, a number of activities were

on 6 February 2017 a VAT registration form

particularly in the case when VAT deduction

specified to be conducted in connection with

to the locally relevant tax authority. The agency

cannot be applied. The application of VAT had

the aforementioned projects, such as economic

received the registration on 14 March 2017.

an impact on CzechInvest’s budget. Within the

activities in the sense of the provisions

CzechInvest is currently a VAT payer in the area

DAP project in 2017, revenues exceeded costs

of Section 5 of the VAT Act. The entire issue

of economic activities and in the event

expended on the project and, pursuant to the

was consulted with the Ministry of Finance,

of “reverse charge” in the case of relevant

Income Tax Act, accounting was divided on the

which in its standpoint confirmed

performances provided by a VAT payer with its

date of the financial statements, 31 December

the occurrence of economic activities within

registered office in another EU country in the

2017, so that revenues and costs that are subject

the aforementioned projects

case of the main activity. The guarantors of the

to tax were administrated separately.

Investment

Investments arranged in in the period 2013-2017
number
of projects

investment
amount
(CZK million)

investment
amount
(USD million)

number
of jobs

2013

108

47 937,15

2 387,55

10 412

with foreign and domestic investors in the total value

2014

147

86 956,14

3 881,97

16 842

of CZK 65.6 billion and with the future creation of 12,116

2015

106

43 469,56

1 767,06

14 040

new jobs.

2016

100

64 383,31

2 635,20

12 097

2017

106

65 612,98

2 911,19

12 116

Mediation of investments
In 2017, CzechInvest arranged 106 investment projects

Investments in 2017 by country of origin
country of origin

number
of projects

investment amount
(CZK million)

investment amount
(USD million)

number
of jobs

Czech Republic

23

7 743,42

347,93

1 274

Germany

17

23 814,06

1 074,55

4 837

United States

10

2 630,59

119,10

1 127

Japan

7

4 015,20

169,54

475

United Kingdom

6

1 895,06

78,90

148

Austria

5

3 702,77

163,13

248

France

4

3 348,46

151,01

321

Switzerland

4

1 710,28

75,95

300

Italy

3

1 502,43

60,95

205

Spain

3

996,56

40,07

194

Belgium

2

2 510,69

114,04

196

China

2

918,93

41,80

228

Finland

2

88,72

4,16

95

India

2

2 584,42

104,50

300

Luxembourg

2

1 480,93

64,66

355

Netherlands

2

187,75

8,76

142

Denmark

1

1,00

0,04

4

Philippines

1

1 547,75

70,26

285

Israel

1

1 135,51

51,54

90

Cyprus

1

1 275,00

57,88

25

Hungary

1

18,51

0,87

15

Mexico

1

162,89

7,65

132

Russia

1

968,91

43,98

202

Sweden

1

437,82

17,60

81

Taiwan

1

497,35

22,63

397

Thailand

1

67,00

2,69

140

Turkey

1

308,50

14,49

250

Ukraine

1

62,50

2,51

50
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Investments in 2017 by region
region

number
of projects

investment amount
(CZK million)

investment amount
(USD million)

number
of jobs

South Moravia

15

3 707,80

166,70

1 589

Ústí

13

6 302,76

266,46

1 281

Central Bohemia

11

10 525,58

461,56

924

Prague

10

1 076,48

50,33

885

Zlín

9

4 018,76

176,10

302

Moravia-Silesia

8

3 109,95

126,18

441

Olomouc

6

5 661,83

247,32

784

Plzeň

6

3 189,51

133,05

745

Karlovy Vary

5

7 064,87

340,17

823

Hradec Králové

5

1 959,51

85,68

361

Liberec

5

4 232,68

183,56

944

Vysočina

5

3 122,57

133,33

474

Pardubice

4

2 866,55

127,28

687

South Bohemia

2

354,14

16,07

40

South Bohemia/South Moravia

1

1 420,00

64,46

36

Whole Czech Republic

1

7 000,00

332,94

1 800

Regions by investment amount (CZK million)

0 – 1 000
1 001 – 2 000
2 001 – 3 000
3 001 – 4 000
4 001 – 5 000
5 001 – 10 000
10 001 – 50 000
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Investments in 2017 by sector
sector

number
of projects

investment amount
(CZK million)

investment amount
(USD million)

number
of jobs

metallurgy and metal-working

21

11 634,90

510,56

2 194

vehicle manufacturing

16

17 861,06

789,68

2 195

IT and software development

10

1 634,58

76,22

1 532

business support services centre

9

996,82

46,08

874

plastics

9

3 226,00

141,01

545

mechanical engineering

8

2 322,67

97,86

892

other

6

2 276,37

97,06

230

chemical and petrochemical

5

2 099,17

91,14

140

electrical devices

4

7 897,92

369,04

2 096

electronics

3

2 964,37

134,56

395

rubber

3

1 878,39

80,00

300

food

3

3 817,16

173,27

271

biotechnology and medical technology

2

64,35

2,97

42

wood-processing and paper

2

2 624,47

119,09

66

pharmaceutical

2

2 789,98

113,69

250

paper and wood-processing

2

1 471,20

66,79

64

aerospace

1

53,60

2,17

30

The five most significant investments of 2017 by investment amount
name
of investor

type of project

sector

country
of origin

investment
amount
CZK mil.

investment
amount
USD million

number
of jobs

region

location

Siemens AG

expansion

electrical devices

Germany

7,000.00

332.94

1,800

whole Czech
Republic

Drásov,
Frenštát,
Mohelnice,
Trutnov,
Letohrad,
Brno

Praha Vaccines a.s.

expansion

pharmaceutical

India

2,497.98

100.44

230

Central
Bohemia

Říčany

La Lorraine, a. s.

expansion

food

Belgium

2,467.50

112.01

161

Central
Bohemia

Kladno

OP papírna, s.r.o.

expansion

wood-processing
and paper

Austria

2,295.62

104.16

46

Olomouc

Šumperk

ŠKODA AUTO a.s.

expansion

vehicle
manufacturing

Czech Republic

1,934.40

87.81

21

Central
Bohemia

Mladá
Boleslav
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Investment incentives
CzechInvest received a total of 83 applications for investment incentives in 2017. Those applications involve investment projects in the aggregate value
of more than CZK 51 billion, which should create 7,884 new jobs. Czech and foreign firms that are already operating in the Czech Republic accounted
for a large number of the applications. Fourteen projects involved completely new investments. Mainly large enterprises applied for investment incentives,
though fifteen applications were submitted by small and medium-sized enterprises.

Investment incentive applications received in the period 2013-2017
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Investors plan to implement six investment projects in the Most Joseph, Ostrava-Mošnov and Holešov special industrial zones, where 622 new jobs should
be created thanks to investments in an aggregate amount exceeding CZK 4 billion.
A large majority of firms applied for support for their projects in the manufacturing industry, particularly metallurgy and metal-processing, as well as vehicle
manufacturing, rubber and plastics.
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Investment incentive applications received in 2017 by sector
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Out of the total of 83 applications, two projects qualified as strategic investments – one in manufacturing and one as a technology centre. In total,
these projects constitute investments in assets in the amount of CZK 4 billion, with the creation of 1,322 jobs.
In 24 cases, companies applied for cash grants for job creation and pledged to create 2,649 new jobs in regions with above-average unemployment.

Business properties
In 2017, CzechInvest received 216 enquiries from investors regarding properties in the Czech Republic. Those enquiries most frequently involved industrial
land plots (47.2%), production facilities (43.1%) and office premises (9.7%). For the first time since 2008, demand for industrial land plots exceeded demand
for production facilities. Brownfields were the subject of 22.7% of all enquiries. Demand for business properties increased slightly in comparison with 2016,
which to a significant extent can be explained by the generally improved economic climate and thus the greater willingness of investors to undertake
investments of a long-term nature.

Demand for business properties in the period 2013-2017
246
201

216

178

note: In 2017, a computational change occurred and the stated figures no
longer contain enquiries for brownfield sites.

105

Investors most frequently enquired about industrial land plots covering
an area of 2-5 ha (27%). As in past years, the Ústí (17%), Karlovy Vary (11%)
and Moravia-Silesia (10%) regions received the strongest interest
2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

from investors.
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Demand for industrial land plots in 2017 by regions
17%

11%

10%
8%

8%
7%

8%

8%

6%

5%

4%

4%
3%

1%

Karlovy Vary

Liberec
Pardubice

Hradec Králové
Olomouc

Vysočina

Plzeň
Zlín

South Bohemia

South Moravia

Ústí

Moravia-Silesia

Central Bohemia

Prague

Demand for production facilities in 2017 by region
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In 2017, investors expressed the greatest interest in production facilities with an area of 2,000 to 5,000 m2 (33%). They most frequently enquired
about the Ústí (14%), Moravia-Silesia (12%) and South Moravia (11%) regions.
Demand for office premises did not deviate from the trend of previous years. Investors most frequently enquired about office premises with an area
of up to 500 m2.
At the end of 2017, the business-property database contained 727 active entries. Seventy-six new entries were added to the database over the course
of the year.
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Brownfields
Forty-seven sites were published in the National Brownfields Database in 2017. More than fifty brownfield locations were actively offered to investors.
The Department of Business Property Management also actively focused on an aid programme of the Operational Programme Enterprise and Innovation
for Competitiveness (OPEIC) 2014-2020, in which registration of brownfields and properties intended for renovation was continuously carried out.
For the purposes of OPEIC, a total of ten new brownfields and 21 properties intended for renovation were registered in 2017. The lower number of new
registrations reflects the fact that in 2017 no calls were issued for submission of applications for support from the Properties Programme of the Operational
Programme Enterprise and Innovation for Competitiveness 2014-2020.
In 2017, CzechInvest launched a new website at www.brownfieldy.eu. In addition to access to the National Brownfields Database, the website offers
an overview of successful projects, news from the brownfield environment and a complete overview of the possibilities of obtaining grants for regeneration
of brownfields.
One of the possibilities for obtaining aid is the Regeneration and Business Use of Brownfields Programme, which in its pilot phase is focused on structurally
and economically disadvantaged regions. The programme’s administrator is CzechInvest; its governing body is the Ministry of Industry and Trade. The government
approved this programme on the basis of Decree No. 361/2016. The objective of the programme is to support the regeneration of brownfields under public
ownership for further business-related utilisation. A total of CZK 2 billion from the state budget is planned to be expended on the programme from 2017
to 2023. A call for submission of applications for aid from this programme with an allocation of CZK 100 million was issued in August 2017. At the end of 2017,
an interdepartmental assessment committee approved one project for registration; six other projects were in the preliminary registration phase.
CzechInvest also administrates the national Business Property and Infrastructure Support Programme. Within this programme in 2017, eight active projects
involving preparation and development of industrial zones were resolved, for which aid in the amount of CZK 125 million was released. At the same time,
two new investments were registered, with utilisation of aid to occur in the coming years.

Suppliers
CzechLink project
The CzechLink capital-participation project operates as a platform connecting firms seeking investors
with investors considering capital entry into a Czech enterprise. The project facilitates introductory
discussions on capital entry between Czech entities and foreign companies. Within the project,

CzechLink

an internationally comprehensible financial analysis is prepared together with a description
of the characteristics of the given company’s business. Local manufacturing companies and firms
engaged in software development are subsequently registered as investment targets for a period of one
year. As at the end of 2017, seventeen Czech companies were registered in the CzechLink project.
In the absolute majority of cases, the companies seeking an investor had up to 100 employees. Interest
in Czech investment targets was weaker in 2017 than in 2016. Stronger interest in Czech firms was expressed
by six investors, with which CzechInvest signed confidentiality agreements. These investors were
from Canada, China, the United States, India and the Czech Republic.

Sourcing
CzechInvest helps investors to find suitable suppliers in the Czech Republic, thus aiding the development of the Czech supplier network. In 2017, the Supplier
Development Department prepared 156 offers of Czech suppliers for 56 clients from 17 countries, which is an increase of nearly 50% in comparison with 2016.
Japanese companies, of which there were 13 in total, were the most active in seeking suppliers in the Czech Republic, followed by companies from South
Korea, Great Britain and Germany. Over the course of 2017, the Supplier Development Department held five supplier forums for Samsung SDI, GE Aviation,
JR East Wabco and Tokyo Metro. Supplier Days were attended by a total of 64 Czech companies. The Sectoral Database of Suppliers was expanded
and updated throughout 2017; at the end of the year it contained 3,478 profiles of Czech suppliers. The number of unique accessions to the database in 2017
amounted to 3,896; the largest number of visits were recorded by the automotive sector, followed by mechanical engineering and electronics.
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Regions
Activities in the regions
CzechInvest’s network of thirteen regional

2017, CzechInvest signed a memorandum of

investments to requirements arising from newly

offices supports, in particular, small and

cooperation with the Technology Agency of the

concluded agreements. Some of the regional

medium-sized enterprises through the agency’s

Czech Republic and in October 2017 with the

offices’ activities are conducted throughout

offer of relevant programmes. Assistance with

Czech-Moravian Guarantee and Development

the Czech Republic, while others have only

harmonisation of the business environment also

Bank. Thanks to that, the information portfolio

a regional character. In addition to the

plays an important role. The agreement

based on the One Stop Shop concept is more

nationwide spectrum of activities, individual

concluded with CzechTrade in the first half

comprehensive. The regional offices carry out

regional offices specialise in one of the key

of 2017 enabled the expansion of export

a broad range of activities – from standard

issues connected with business support.

consultants to all regional offices. In August

activities connected with arrangement of

Regional offices’ specialisation in key issues of business support
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Liberec
Regional Office

Prague and Central Bohemia
Regional Office
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research
and innovation
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Regional Office
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Regional Office

Operational
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and Innovation
for Competitiveness
+ One Stop Shop

Pardubice
Regional Office

Plzeň
Regional Office

Geographic
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sources

AfterCare,
investment incentives
and permit processes
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development

Ostrava
Regional Office
Jihlava
Regional Office

Brownfieldy

Olomouc
Regional Office

Start-upy

Brno
Regional Office

Creative
industry

Zlín
Regional Office

One Stop
Shop
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Regional Office

Catalogue
of investment
opportunities
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Activities in the regions
One Stop Shop
The One Stop Shop concept consists in a network of locations where state institutions – CzechTrade, Business and Innovation Agency, Czech-Moravian
Guarantee and Development Bank, Technology Agency of the Czech Republic – provide their services for businesses via CzechInvest’s regional offices.

HR Point
In cooperation with the AfterCare Department, the regional offices organised 25 workshops for personnel specialists under the name HR Point throughout
the Czech Republic. The workshops were attended by 300 personnel specialists.

Support for the skilled workforce and technical education
In 2017, the regional offices organised 15 seminars for elementary- and secondary-school education advisors and six seminars on the subject of employing
prisoners. They also organised 35 school excursions to firms, provided information on current employment-related issues in cooperation with the Labour
Office and, in cooperation with the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, took part in establishing children’s groups and clubs.

Technical Condition Inventory of Municipalities with Extended Competence
The Technical Condition Inventory of Municipalities with Extended Competence project is an analytical activity conducted throughout the Czech Republic.
Among other things, the project’s results, namely structured collection of data and communication with the mayors of 205 municipalities, should aid
the appropriate placement of investments in regions in which investors’ requirements for available infrastructure and a skilled workforce coincide
with regional representatives’ interest in the given type of investment. Data collection was completed in 2017. Analytical activities and transformation
of the data into Geoinformation System layers will follow in 2018.

Region Report
In 2017, CzechInvest launched publication of the Region Report for cities and towns. Readers are provided with information on business and investments
in the regions. Three editions of the report were published in 2017.
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Activities in the regions
Region Attractive for Investment competition
At the Investor and Business Property of the Year 2016 awards ceremony held on 15 June 2017, CzechInvest presented awards to three regions for their
contribution to the business and investment environment. Following the regional rounds, which were part of the ninth edition of the City for Business survey,
first place in the Region Attractive for Investment category was awarded to representatives of STAR Region, an association of the municipalities of Dolní
Břežany, Zlatníky-Hodkovice and Vestec. Kunovice and Třinec placed second and third, respectively.

Enterprising Women of the Pardubice Region
In 2017, the Pardubice Regional Office initiated cooperation with a group of active beginning female entrepreneurs from Pardubice and the surrounding
area. The office organised two conferences for them that featured lectures on the broadest range of topics (marketing communication, website usage,
stress management, creation of socially relevant jobs) and facilitated the presentation of inspiring stories of successful female entrepreneurs
and establishment of contacts.

Other activities
The regional offices organised or co-organised 85 events for the support of start-ups in 2017. These events, which were attended by more than 1,700 people,
systematically provided support for companies’ research and development activities. One of the results was a series of six seminars with a stable structure
and titled Region for Research.
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Support for start-ups
In 2017, CzechInvest offered financial and advi-

and CzechMatch. Within these programmes,

of domestic and foreign mentors and other

sory support to newly established technology

CzechInvest assists beginning innovative

services aimed at supporting

companies in the ESA BIC Prague space incu-

companies – i.e. start-ups – from their

the commercialisation of products and transfer

bator and within four projects that are focused

establishment to expansion to foreign markets

of the results of development and innovation

on particular phases of start-ups’ development:

and negotiations with potential investors.

activities of small and medium-sized enterprises.

CzechStarter, CzechDemo, CzechAccelerator

For this purpose, the agency uses the services

CzechStarter project
The CzechStarter project assists start-ups in the initial phase of their development. Within the project,
start-ups have the opportunity to undergo a seven-month training programme focused on
the development of their business activities and commercialisation of their products. In particular, this
involves assistance with formulating business plans, marketing strategies and financial plans, as well as
protection of intellectual property. Participating start-ups can receive up to 150 hours of mentoring and
consulting in the total maximum value of CZK 800,000. CzechInvest has access to a broad network of
more than eighty mentors, pre-mentors, experts and consulting companies. Start-ups contribute 15%
of the cost of services. Selected firms from each call receive a two-week residency in the heart of Silicon
Valley. In 2017, CzechInvest issued two calls for submission of CzechStarter registration applications.
Twelve candidates registered in the first call, which was issued on 15 March 2017. The assessment
committee selected nine of them (ThreatMark, PlasmaAgro, Nadkov, Webscope, StatusDroid, Langin,
SuperKodéři, FROU FROU, New Era Materials). The firms began using mentoring hours in September
2017. Eighteen companies registered in the second call issued on 2 October 2017.

CzechDemo project
The CzechDemo project is focused on support for the participation of small and medium-sized
enterprises in renowned international start-up events and technology conferences, where such firms
receive an opportunity to present their products and services, attract the interest of investors and
establish important contacts during networking and accompanying events. Participating start-ups can
obtain financial support for stands at conferences, airline tickets and other services in the value of up to
CZK 100,000. In 2017, start-ups could travel to five international conferences. In the case of TechCrunch
Disrupt in New York and San Francisco, CzechInvest prepared an extensive accompanying programme
for the Czech start-ups.

CzechDemo in data:
+
+
+

CES Las Vegas (1/2017) – participation of four start-ups (Six Guys Labs, XTND, Pixbuf, Oscar Tech)
TechCrunch Disrupt New York (5/2017) – participation of four start-ups (Six Guys Labs, Largos Media, XTND and Incomaker)
TechCrunch Disrupt San Francisco (9/2017) – participation of 12 start-ups (AquaQube, BattSwap CZ, Brightify, Dataddo, Decissio, Incomaker, Largos Media,
Nanits Universe Ltd., Six Guys Labs, StatusDroid, Simple Dent, XEVOS Group)

+
+

Web Summit Lisbon (11/2017) – participation of five start-ups (Mentem-brain Training, Incomaker, Decissio, Dativery, Webscope)
Slush Helsinki – (11, 12/2017) – participation of six start-ups (Mentem-brain Training, Incomaker, Webscope, StatusDroid, Six Guys Labs, Right Rider)

In 2017, CzechInvest issued two calls for submission of registration applications for participation in conferences to be held in 2018. The call for submission
of registration applications for participation in CES in Las Vegas, which will take place in January 2018, was issued on 21 August 2017. Four companies were
selected. The call for submission of registration applications for participation in the Slush Tokyo conference, which will be held in March 2018, and TechDay
New York, which will take place in May 2018, was issued on 14 December 2017.
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CzechAcclerator project
This project involves three-month residencies in foreign incubators in Silicon Valley, New York,
Singapore and London. The programme offers participants office space, mentoring, consulting,
a range of workshops, networking events and other related services. The objective of CzechAccelerator
is to enable young Czech innovative firms to acquire know-how from developed markets and to assist
their healthy and rapid expansion abroad in cooperation with local partners. CzechInvest has foreign
offices in San Francisco, New York and London and can thus provide the participating start-ups
with a number of relevant contacts. Start-ups can receive aid in the amount of up to CZK 1 million
from the project for international acceleration. Support for individual services ranges from 50% (for
example, consulting in the area of protection of intellectual property) to 100% (rental of office space,
mentoring, consulting) of incurred costs. In 2017, CzechInvest issued two calls for submission
of registration applications for the CzechAccelerator project. The first call was issued on 17 May 2017.
Six participants were selected (Integromat and Nanits Universe to San Francisco, Legit and TouchArt
to New York and Retailys to Singapore). Eleven applicants took part in the second call, which was issued
on 23 October 2017.

Projekt CzechMatch
The CzechMatch project offers advanced start-ups a unique opportunity to present their products
abroad to potential investors, business partners and the expert public. It thus helps to increase
the chance to internationalise the given business project and to find strategic partners and customers
in the markets that the firms want to enter. In connection with this activity, CzechInvest also provides
its own accompanying events abroad in which start-ups can meet with, for example, successful firms
operating in the given region and gain additional valuable contacts. Involvement in the project can bring
start-ups savings of up to CZK 100,000. The first call for submission of registration applications
for the CzechMatch project was issued on 14 December 2017. The first CzechMatch event was planned
for June 2018 in Singapore, which will be followed by events in London, New York and San Francisco.

Source of financing
The CzechStarter, CzechDemo, CzechAccelerator and CzechMatch projects fall under CzechInvest’s Start-Ups Support internal project, whose objective
is development of the business activities of innovative small and medium-sized enterprises.
This internal project is implemented within the Marketing Programme, priority axis 2 – “Development of Business and Competitiveness of Small and MediumSized Enterprises”, within the Operational Programme Enterprise and Innovation for Competitiveness 2014-2020.

Aid amounts of individual projects in 2017:

+
+
+
+

CzechStarter: CZK 699,125
CzechDemo: CZK 1,379,311
CzechAccelerator: CZK 0
CzechMatch: CZK 0
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ESA BIC Prague business incubator
The ESA BIC Prague business incubator concentrates on supporting start-up companies focused
on using space technologies and systems in everyday life. The incubated companies can receive
funding in the amount of up to EUR 50,000 over a five-year period. ESA BIC Prague contributes to
increasing the competitiveness of the Czech Republic, support for the development and growth
of start-up companies, increasing employment and support for the development of products with
high value added. Incubation in ESA BIC Prague includes support in the form of discounted office
rent and discounted consulting services, training, retraining and other services. Another advantage
of the incubator is sharing of premises and overall facilities, which improves collaboration
and communication between the incubated firms. Incubation and rental agreements are concluded
for a maximum of two years, which is the most critical period for newly established firms. In addition
to incubation, ESA BIC Prague organises technology competitions and specialised educational events
aimed at supporting the use of space technologies. In 2017, six start-ups selected in December 2016
(Festka, Triphood, NG Aviation, TuddyTuddy, Big Terra and InsightART) continued their incubation.
They were joined at ESA BIC Prague in March 2017 by the companies Let’s Earth and Right Rider and
in December 2017 by the start-ups Fox Works Aerospace and SMUP – UQ.

Sources of financing

Key activities of 2017

+
+
+

+
+
+
+

European Space Agency: EUR 825,000
City of Prague: EUR 825,000
Ministry of Industry and Trade
of the Czech Republic: CZK 25,881,348

start of mentoring and workshops for start-ups
acceptance of four new start-ups into the incubator
End-of-the-Year Conference 2017 (11/2017)
membership in the Copernicus National Secretariat and national contact point of the
Copernicus Incubation Programme

+

roadshow in the regions of the Czech Republic

Start-ups that commenced incubation in ESA BIC Prague in 2017
Let’s Earth
The AMMA application from Let’s Earth provides property owners with recommendations on how to effectively use renewable sources
with the aid of satellite data.

Right Rider
The NaviRider application offers motorcyclists navigation, connection with other riders and tips for interesting routes and safer riding.

FoxWorks Aerospace
This firm is working on developing software for a space simulator that will serve as an educational game
and will later be useful for industrial and academic customers in the space sector.

SMUP – UQ
This company develops software for more realistic simulation of engineering processes
and design. The software is based on scientific research for the space sector.
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EO Climlab (Earth Observation Climate Laboratory) project
The EO ClimLab project is implemented by a consortium of partners from Poland, Romania and the Czech Republic under the heading of the European Space
Agency. Its objective is to raise awareness about Earth observation (EO) data and to support the rapid development of products and services focused
on reducing the impacts of climate change and on society’s adaptation to climate change, particularly in agriculture, medicine, risk management,
infrastructure maintenance and education. The partner countries are responsible for the technical and animation parts of the project. Within the technical
part, they ensure the development of a cloud-based data analytics platform (DAP), which collects EO data. The animation part has the task of organising
technology competitions and other events to support the broadening of awareness of the possibilities of using EO data. In the Czech Republic, CzechInvest
is responsible for the animation part, while Space Systems Czech is in charge of the technical part.

Source of financing in 2017
+

European Space Agency: CZK 1,067,634.24

Key activities in 2017
+
+
+
+
+

organisation of an EOVation Training workshop on processing satellite data within the SNAP programme (10/2017)
organisation of EOVation Agriculture – the first Czech hackathon focused on using EO data (10/2017)
co-organisation of Climathon Brno – an international competition to support technological innovations (10/2017)
organisation of the EOVation Masters technology competition (11/2017 – 3/2018)
co-organisation of Q-TON 2.0: Smart City – an international competition to support technological innovations (11/2017)

Other projects
In 2017, CzechInvest submitted several applications to the Horizon 2020 project, two of which were judged to be successful. This involved the MY GATEWAY
and ASTROPRENEURS projects. MY GATEWAY is focused on support for start-ups and finding ways to improve the start-up ecosystem in the countries
of Central and Eastern Europe, such as the Czech Republic, Slovenia, Romania and Hungary. The ASTROPRENEURS project maps the space environment
in Europe and focuses on start-ups using space technologies. The launch of the projects is planned for January 2018.

Other activities in the area of support for the start-up ecosystem
CzechStartups.org
Czechstartups.org is the first official web portal covering the Czech start-up scene, providing important
information in one place. The website was launched in autumn 2015 as a partnership project
of CzechInvest in cooperation with IBM Česká republika, the Czech ICT Alliance, the Association of Small
and Medium-Sized Enterprises and Crafts of the Czech Republic and Rockaway Capital. The portal
provides users with news from the start-up world, success stories, a calendar of events and information
on aid programme. The objective of the project is, among other things, to publicise the Czech start-up
scene abroad.

Start-up Visas
This project involving the granting of visas to statutory representatives of start-up companies and their
employees was launched in November 2017. The aim of the project is to achieve time savings in
connection with the migration process of newly established companies that correspond to the definition
of a start-up company and are connected with investors or business incubators and accelerators in the
Czech Republic either contractually or through assets. The process is part of the Welcome Package
for Investors project.

Start-up Report
In 2017, CzechInvest took part in the preparation of the Start-up Report 2017/2018 study conducted
by Keiretsu Forum CEE in cooperation with the Perfect Crowd research organisation, the Ministry
of Industry and Trade and other partners. The study arose from the need to map the Czech start-up
and investment environment and to provide relevant information about it not only to people working
directly in that environment, but also to the general public.
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Foreign activities
CzechInvest’s Foreign Operations Division

abroad, CzechInvest focuses on the sectors

seminars in the Czech Republic, and took part

is focused on identifying new potential

of life sciences, ICT, the automotive industry,
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closely cooperated with the Ministry of Foreign

for Scandinavia works at the agency’s head

ration between Czech and foreign science and

Affairs of the Czech Republic within the Projects

-quarters in Prague. The opening of offices

research institutes. In 2017, employees of the

to Support Economic Diplomacy and with the

for Canada and Russia has been prepared.

Foreign Operations Division organised 76 foreign

Czech Republic’s embassies and consulates

In arranging new investment projects from

marketing events and a number of specialised

in the given destinations abroad.

Significant events abroad
San Francisko
Key sectors: autonomous mobility and electromobility, virtual reality and game development, cybersecurity
Cloud Expo Santa Clara (Santa Clara, 11/2017), TechCrunch Disrupt (San Francisco, 9/2017), BIO Convention (Sand Diego, 6/2017)

New York
Key sectors: aerospace industry, nanotechnology, ICT
TechConnect World / Nanotech Washington DC (Washington, 5/2017), Czech Startup Week NYC / TechCrunch NYC 2017 (New York, 5/2017),
The Battery Show (Novi, Michigan, 9/2017)

Londýn
Key sectors: automotive and aerospace industries, ICT, shared services
ALL ENERGY (Glasgow, 5/2017), Subcon (Birmingham, 6/2017), Czech Nano Day (London, 6/2017), investment seminar in Dublin (Dublin, 9/2017),
North East Automotive Alliance Expo, Central European ICT StartUps (London, 10/2017), Advanced Engineering (Birmingham, 11/2017)

Düsseldorf

Key sectors: mechanical engineering, life sciences, ICT, automotive industry
CeBIT (Hannover, 3/2017), HANNOVER MESSE (Hannover, 4/2017), Gamescom (Cologne, 8/2017),
EMO (Hannover, 9/2017), Medica (Düsseldorf, 11/2017), Zulieferertag Automobil (Stuttgart, 10/2017)

Shanghai
Key sectors: automotive industry, mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, clean technologies
Investment seminar in connection with the CIFIT trade fair (Xiamen, 9/2017) and Hi-tech Fair in Shenzhen (Shenzhen, 11/2017), technology mission

Seoul
Key sectors: automotive industry and new technologies (electromobility, autonomous driving, ICT and gaming industry, electrical engineering, pharmacy,
mechanical engineering
Seoul Motor Show (Seoul, 4/2017), KOAA Show (Seoul, 10/2017), NEPCON (Seoul, 4/2017), Korea Electronics Show (Seoul, 10/2017), G-Star (Busan, 11/2017),
Korea Machinery Fair (Seoul, 10/2017)

Tokyo
Key sectors: automotive industry, electronics, nanotechnology, ICT, life sciences
Nano-tech Tokyo (Tokyo, 2/2017), Bio Japan (Yokohama, 10/2017), Japan IT Week (Tokyo, 5/2017),
JPCA Show (Tokyo, 6/2017), technology mission focused on Industry 4.0 (Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, 4/2017)
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Support for research and development
CzechInvest conducted four technology missions in 2017.

aviation industry
(5/2017)
cybersecurity, fintech,
artificial intelligence
and smart cities
(11/2017)

Canada

China

Japan

robotics, cybersecurity,
Industry 4.0
(4/2017)

Chile
mining industry
(11/2017)

Although the Foreign Operations Division

logical trends of modern society in the Czech

and Medium-Sized Municipalities”, while

primarily focuses on foreign events,

Republic. The department organised two series

the events in Prague (2/2017) and Brno (12/2017)

an important part of its activities consists

of seminars. Seminars held in March in České

were focused on the areas of cybersecurity

in stimulating discussions on the status

Budějovice (3/2017) and Pardubice (10/2017) were

and protection of personal data.

and future of the introduction of new techno-

dedicated to the topic of “Smart Cities for Small
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Marketing and communication
CzechInvest and the media
CzechInvest issued a total of 33 press releases

CzechInvest’s support for Czech start-ups.

Only a small percentage of media enquiries

in 2017. The main topics of the press releases

Over the course of 2017, the Communication

involved CzechInvest’s services in, for example,

comprised investment projects arranged

Department replied to a total of 177 enquiries

the area of visa programmes for investors,

by CzechInvest for the Czech Republic,

from the media. Journalists from national

the database of suppliers, the agency’s internal

investment incentives and their planned

and regional television, print, radio and online

processes, specific activities of the regional

changes, the agency’s activities abroad

media were interested primarily in information

offices and CzechInvest’s activities in the area

and at the level of the regions of the Czech

on investments arranged by the agency

of research, development and innovation. A total

Republic and state aid in the area of business

and investment incentives, business properties,

of 2,861 media outputs appeared in the online,

properties. The prevailing topic was

EU structural funds and support for start-ups.

print and audio-visual media in 2017.

CzechInvest and the media in 2017

33

177
press
releases

2 861
media
enquiries

media
outputs

Press releases issued, media enquiries handled and media outputs in 2017
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Overview of press releases issued in 2017
date

title
1 Jan. 2017

24 Jan. 2017

CzechInvest taking Czech start-ups also to New York and Silicon Valley this year
Investment incentives anticipate changes

1 Feb. 2017

CzechInvest expands activities

9 Feb. 2017

Austrian factory seeks suppliers among Czech firms

16 Feb. 2017

CzechInvest arranged investments worth CZK 64 billion in 2016. Every fourth project is high-tech

15 Mar. 2017

Training programme for new start-ups offers CZK 13 million

27 Mar. 2017

HI-LEX of Japan building factory for automotive door systems in Most

31 Mar. 2017

Accompanied by CzechInvest, Czechs conduct robotics mission to Japan

19 Apr. 2017

GE Aviation seeks Czech supplier for its new centre

10 May 2017

Four Czech start-ups attend TechCrunch Disrupt 2017 in New York

13 May 2017

CzechInvest discusses possible investments worth up to CZK 60 billion with Chinese firms

17 May 2017

Czech start-ups to receive up to CZK 70 million in continuation of CzechAccelerator

29 May 2017

Aid in one place at one time

15 June 2017

Robert Bosch and Deutsche Telecom named Investors of the Year 2016

15 June 2017

Let’s Earth and Right Rider headed to ESA BIC Prague

19 June 2017

Siemens investing more than CZK 7 billion in the Czech Republic

27 June 2017

CzechInvest CEO Kučera accompanies prime minister to Japan

24 July 2017

Government allocates CZK 2 billion for regeneration of brownfields under public ownership

7 Sep. 2017

CzechInvest sets its sights on entrepreneurs from Vysočina

12 Sep. 2017

CzechInvest takes Czech start-ups to CES Las Vegas 2018

12 Sep. 2017

CzechInvest celebrates its 25th anniversary

27 Sep. 2017

Czech firms vie for orders for Nissan

4 Oct. 2017

First nine start-ups begin using mentoring in the CzechStarter project

16 Oct. 2017

Earth observation data from European Space Agency free to use

23 Oct. 2017

Business incubators in Silicon Valley, New York and Singapore await more Czech start-ups

27 Nov. 2017

ESA BIC Prague supports Czech start-ups FoxWorks Aerospace and SMUP – UQ

28 Nov. 2017

Six Czech start-ups headed to Helsinki

14 Dec. 2017

CzechInvest to take Czech start-ups to events in Tokyo and New York in 2018

14 Dec. 2017

CzechInvest connects Czech start-ups with Asian investors
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Marketing events in 2017
In 2017, CzechInvest organised or participated in a total
of 556 events spanning all of the agency’s activities
in the Czech Republic and abroad.

17th annual Investor and Business Property
of the Year competition
CzechInvest announced the winners of the Investor and Business Property of the Year 2016 competition at Žofín Palace on
Thursday, 15 June 2017. The title of Investor of the Year 2016 was
awarded to Robert Bosch in the Manufacturing and Technology
Centres category and to Deutsche Telekom Services Europe
Czech Republic in the IT and Shared Services category. The
Most Joseph Strategic Industrial Zone and Spielberk Office
Centre Brno were named Business Properties of the Year 2016. The specialist partner of the competitions, the Association for Foreign Investment, presented
on extraordinary award and two prizes for long-term contribution to the investment environment and significant achievement in the area of investments.
Other than the main competition, CzechInvest also presented awards to three regions for their approach to development of the business and investment
environment. Following the regional rounds, which were part of this year’s edition of the City for Business survey, first place in the Region Attractive
for Investment category was awarded to representatives of STAR Region, an association of the municipalities of Dolní Břežany, Zlatníky-Hodkovice
and Vestec. Kunovice and Třinec placed second and third, respectively. The celebratory evening at Žofín Palace was hosted by moderator Jolana Voldánová.
The Investor and Business Property of the Year 2016 competition was held under the auspices of Minister of Industry and Trade Jiří Havlíček. During the day,
roundtable discussions were held at Žofín Palace on the topics of support for industrial research, autonomous mobility, support for regional development,
visas for start-ups and the ESA BIC Prague project.

25th anniversary of CzechInvest’s establishment
In 2017, CzechInvest celebrated the 25th anniversary
of its establishment. In honour of this occasion, a meeting
of the foundering members, representatives of the agency,
the most significant investors and other partners from
the private sector and state administration was held
in the Ball Game Hall of Prague Castle on Tuesday,
26 September 2017. The event was also attended by Minister
of Industry and Trade Jiří Havlíček and the agency’s found,
Josef Lébl, who still works at CzechInvest. The agency’s CEO,
Karel Kučera, appeared at the meeting along with Peter
Stráčar, general manager of GE for Central and Eastern
Europe. The meeting was moderated by Marcela Augustová.
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Contacts - Foreign offices
USA | New York

USA | Kalifornie

South Korea

Jan Chmelík

Miroslav Tenkl

Martin Jírovec

Mobile telephone: +1 347 789 0570

Mobile telephone: +1 (415) 794 0665

Mobile telephone: +82 10 2987 5632

E-mail: newyork@czechinvest.org

E-mail: california@czechinvest.org

E-mail: seoul@czechinvest.org

www.czechinvest.org/en

www.czechinvest.org/en

www.czechinvest.org/ko

BNH - Bohemian National Hall, 321 E 73rd Street

44 Tehama Street

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Seoul, 17,

New York, NY 10021, USA

San Francisco, 94105 CA, USA

Gyeonghuigung 1-gil, Jongno-gu, 110-062 Seoul, Korea

China | Shanghai

Japan

Great Britain and Ireland

Jan Zapletal

Richard Schneider

Lucie Botha

Mobile telephone: +86 (0)21 60322035

Mobile telephone: +81 3-5485-8266

Mobile telephone: +44 (0) 20 8748 3695

E-mail: china@czechinvest.org

E-mail: tokyo@czechinvest.org

Mobile telephone: +44 (0) 77 8523 1520

www.czechinvest.org/cn

www.czechinvest.org/jp

E-mail: london@czechinvest.org

1207/F Zhongyi Building 580 Nanjing West Road,

Embassy of the Czech Republic, B2F

Jing’an District, 200041 Shanghai, China

2-16-14, Hiroo, Shibuya-ku, 150-0012

Embassy of the Czech Republic

Tokyo, Japan

30 Kensington Palace Gardens

www.czechinvest.org/en

Germany
Barbora Račan Ježková
Mobile telephone: +49 211 250 56 190
E-mail: germany@czechinvest.org

W8 4QY London, United Kingdom

Scandinavia
Natálie Babjuková
Mobile telephone: +420 296 342 890

www.czechinvest.org/de

Mobile telephone: +420 724 952 875

Martin-Luther-Platz 28

www.czechinvest.org/en

E-mail: scandinavia@czechinvest.org

D-40212 Düsseldorf, Germany
Investment and Business Development Agency
CzechInvest
Štěpánská 15, 120 00 Prague 2, Czech Republic

London
San Francisco

Düsseldorf

Prague

New York

Seoul
Shanghai

Tokyo
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Regional Offices
South Bohemia

Liberec

Plzeň

Telephone: 296 342 943

Telephone: 296 342 971

Telephone: 296 342 965

E-mail: ceskebudejovice@czechinvest.org

E-mail: liberec@czechinvest.org

E-mail: plzen@czechinvest.org

www.czechinvest.org/jihocesky-kraj

www.czechinvest.org/liberecky-kraj

www.czechinvest.org/plzensky-kraj

Radniční 133/1

U Jezu 525/4

Americká 8/39

370 01 České Budějovice

460 01 Liberec-Perštýn

301 00 Plzeň

South Moravia

Moravia-Silesia

Central Bohemia and Prague

Telephone: 296 342 937

Telephone: 296 342 976

Telephone: 296 342 486

E-mail: ostrava@czechinvest.org

E-mail: praha@czechinvest.org

www.czechinvest.org/moravskoslezky-kraj

www.czechinvest.org/stredocesky-kraj-praha

Na Jízdárně 2824/2

Štěpánská 15

702 00 Ostrava

120 00 Praha

Olomouc

Ústí

Telephone: 296 342 982

Telephone: 296 342 990

E-mail: olomouc@czechinvest.org

E-mail: ustinadlabem@czechinvest.org

www.czechinvest.org/olomoucky-kraj

www.czechinvest.org/ustecky-kraj

Jeremenkova 40 B

Mírové náměstí 34

772 00 Olomouc

400 01 Ústí nad Labem

Pardubice

Vysočina

Telephone: 296 342 934

Telephone: 296 342 993

E-mail: pardubice@czechinvest.org

E-mail: jihlava@czechinvest.org

www.czechinvest.org/pardubicky-kraj

www.czechinvest.org/kraj-vysocina

K Vinici 1256

Komenského 31

530 02 Pardubice

586 01 Jihlava

E-mail: brno@czechinvest.org
www.czechinvest.org/jihomoravsky-kraj
Spielberk Office Centre
Holandská 3 (Vila K – 4. patro)
639 00 Brno

Karlovy Vary
Telephone: 296 342 961
E-mail: karlovyvary@czechinvest.org
www.czechinvest.org/karlovarsky-kraj
Jaltská 906/1
360 01 Karlovy Vary

Hradec Králové
Telephone: 296 342 949
E-mail: hradeckralove@czechinvest.org
www.czechinvest.org/kralovehradecky-kraj
Soukenická 54/8
Regiocentrum Nový pivovar
500 03 Hradec Králové

Zlín
Telephone: 296 342 954
E-mail: zlin@czechinvest.org
www.czechinvest.org/zlinsky-kraj

Liberec
Ústí nad
Labem

		
Vavrečkova 5262, 23. budova areálu Svit

Hradec
Králové

Karlovy
Vary
Prague

761 01 Zlín
		

Pardubice
Olomouc

Plzeň
Jihlava
České
Budějovice

Ostrava

Zlín
Brno
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